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' CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Date: October 27, 1998
To: Laura Rose
Senior Staff Attorney

Legislative Council

From: Kelly Kennedy \&(/

Attorney General's Office

Subject: Legislation for introduction by Law Revision Committee

I am requesting the following legislative change to be included with the Law Revision
Committee’s proposal for the upcoming legislative session.

In the 1997 Legislative Session, a mistake was introduced inadvertently in 1997 Act
220, the so-called “date rape” law. Specifically, the namc “gamma-hydroxybutyrolactone” is
incorrect. The word should read: “gamma—butyrolactone.” The change needs to be made in

both Sec. 961.14 (5)(ag) and 961.41 Bg)(®).

These changes were discussed at the most recent meeting of the Controlled Substances
Board. It was agreed that the change was needed, but purely technical in nature. No fiscal
effect is expected from this change.

It was also suggested to me by David Stute to attempt to have this change made as a
technical budget amendment for the next biennium. I plan on proceeding along that path as

well.

If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to call me or Marty Smith, Quality
Assurance Coordinator for the Wisconsin Crime Labs.

Cc: R.Martin Smith
Rep. Timothy Hoven
Andrew Statz, DOA



State of Wisconsin
1999 - 2000 LEGISLATURE

AN AcT ...; relating to: the proper chemical name of the controlled substance
gamma-butyrolactone (suggested as remedial legislation by the department of

justice).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law places various restrictions on controlled substances (dangerous
drugs). The legislature or the controlled substances board lists controlled substances
by chemical name in one of five schedules based on the substance’s accepted medical
use and the potential for abuse of the substance. Among the controlled substances
currently placed in schedule I is a depressant that is listed by the incorrect chemical
name of “gamma-hydroxybutyrolactone”. This bill corrects the chemical name to
read “gamma-butyrolactone”.

For further information, see the NOTES provided by the law revision committee

of the joint legislative council.

LAW REVISION COMMITTEE PREFATORY NOTE: This bill is a remedial legislation
proposal, requested by the department of justice and introduced by the law revision
committee under s. 13.83 (1) (¢) 4., stats. Atfter careful consideration of the various
provisions of the bill, the law revision committee has determined that this bill makes
minor substantive changes in the statutes, and that these changes are desirable as a
matter of public policy.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:



1999 — 2000 Legislature -2- ' LRf£8919/1
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1 SECTION 1. 961.14 (5) (ag) of the statutes is amended to read:

961.14 (5) (ag) Gamma-hydroxybutyric acid (commonly known as gamma

3 hydroxybutyrate or “GHB”) and gamma—hydroxybutyrelactone
4 gamma-butyrolactone.

History: 1971 c. 219; 1981 c. 206; CSB 2.16, 2.15, 2.17, 2.18, 2.19, 2.20; 1989 a. 121; CSB 2.21; 1993 a. 98, 118; CSB 2.22; 1995 a. 225; 1995 a. 448 ss. 157 to 165; Stats.
1995 5. 961.14; 1997 a. 220.

SECTION 2. 961.41 (3g) (f) of the statutes is amended to read:

[

961.41 (8g) If a person possesses or attempts to possess

7 gamma-hydroxybutyric acid, gamma—hydroxybutyrolactone
8 gamma-butyrolactone, ketamine or flunitrazepam, the person may be fined not

o

9  more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more than 2 years or both.

History: 1971 c. 219, 307; 1973 c. 12; 1981 c. 90, 314; 1985 a. 328; 1987 a. 339, 403; 1989 a. 31, 56, 121; 1991 a. 39; 138; 1993 a. 98, 118, 437, 482; 1995 a. 201; 1995
a. 448 ss. 243 to 266, 487 to 490; Stats. 1995 s. 961.41; 1997 a. 220, 283,

10 | (END)
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SJrom T.AURA ROSE
Legislative Council Staff
(608) 266-9791
laura.rose @legis.state.wi.us
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Law Revision Committee

Remedial Legislation Proposals
Meeting of May 4, 1999

Office of the Attorney General
Department of Justice

« LRB-0919/P1
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AN ACT to amend 961.14 (5) (ag) and 961.41 (3g) (f) of the statutes; relating to:

the proper chemical name of the controlled substance gamma-butyrolactone

(suggested as remedial legislation by the department of justice).

" Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law places various restrictions on controlled substances (dangerous
drugs). The legislature or the controlled substances board lists controlled substances
by chemical name in one of five schedules based on the substance’s accepted medical
use and the potential for abuse of the substance. Among the controlled substances
currently placed in schedule I is a depressant that is listed by the incorrect chemical
name of “gamma-hydroxybutyrolactone”. This bill corrects the chemical name to
read “gamma-butyrolactone”.

For further information, see the NoTES provided by the law revision committee
of the joint legislative council. -

LAW REVISION COMMITTEE PREFATORY NOTE: This bill is a remedial legislation
proposal, requested by the department of justice and introduced by the law revision
committee under s. 13.83 (1) (c) 4., stats. After careful consideration of the various
provisions of the bill, the law revision committee has determined that this bill makes
minor substantive changes in the statutes, and that these changes are desirable as a
matter of public policy. ,

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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SecTioN 1. 961.14 (5) (ag) of the statutes is amended to read:
961.14 (5) (ag) Gamma-hydroxybutyric acid (commonly known as gamma
hydroxybutyrate or “GHB”) and gamma-hydroxybutyrolactone

gamma-butyrolactone.
SECTION 2. 961.41 (3g) (f) of the statutes is amended to read:

961.41 (3g) (f) If a person possesses or attempts to possess

gamma-hydroxybutyric acid, gamma-hydroxybutyrelactone
gamma-butyrolactone, ketamine or flunitrazepam, the person may be fined not

more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more than 2 years or both.

(END)
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1999 BILL f

ANACT to amend 961.14 (5) (ag) and 961.41 (3g) (f) of the statutes; relating to:

the proper chemical name of the controlled substance gamma-butyrolactone

(suggested as remedial legislation by the department of justice).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law places various restrictions on controlled substances (dangerous
drugs). The legislature or the controlled substances board lists controlled substances
by chemical name in one of five schedules based on the substance’s accepted medical
use and the potential for abuse of the substance. Among the controlled substances
currently placed in schedule I is a depressant that is listed by the incorrect chemical
name of “gamma-hydroxybutyrolactone”. This bill corrects the chemical name to
read “gamma-butyrolactone”.

For further information, see the NoTEs provided by the law revision committee

of the joint legislative council.

LAW REVISION COMMITTEE PREFATORY NOTE: This bill is a remedial legislation
proposal, requested by the department of justice and introduced by the law revision
=Tnder 5~013.83 (1) (¢) 4., stats. After careful consideration of the various
provisions of the bill, the law revision committee has determined that this bill makes
minor substantive changes in the statutes, and that these changes are desirable as a
matter of public policy.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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SEcTION 1. 961.14 (5) (ag) of the statutes is amended to read:

961.14 (5) (ag) Gamma-hydroxybutyric acid (commonly known as gamma
hydroxybutyrate or “GHB”) and gamma~-hydroxybutyrolactene

gamma-butyrolactone.

SECTION 2. 961.41 (8g) () of the statutes is amended to read:

961.41 (3g) () If a person possesses or attempts to possess
gamma-hydroxybutyric acid, gamma-hydroxybutyrelactone
gamma-butyrolactone, ketamine or flunitrazepam, the person may be fined not

more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more than 2 years or both.

(END)
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nspfiafiel -SEFDONL 225 ﬁﬁanges the drug name
gamma-hydroxybutyrolactone to gamma-butyrolactone.
Gamma-hydroxybutrolactone is a chemical that is not being abW
@M/Ts’)likely to be abused. Gamma-butyrolactone is a chemical whiel( 1s
used in the manufacture of gamma-hydroxybutyrate and
gamma-hydroxybutyric acid and is also a drug in its own right. Listing
gamma-butyraldctone in the statutes will enable prosecution of offenses
involving this drug.




